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Peter  Wakeford

January is the cruelest month - with apologies  to T.S Eliot - for, on January 5th 2021 we learned of the death of Graham Watts,  and on January 12th  2022 we heard of the passing of Peter Wakeford, both great servants of the OWCC;  let's hope January 2023 does not see an unwelcome hat-trick. 


When the Old Wilsonians stopped playing their sports at the school ground in Dulwich Common and moved to Hayes Hill in 1959,  they soon became aware that the sporting facilities were not often used – just a handful of football matches and a couple of games of cricket,  whilst the tennis courts were virtually in virgin condition  – but things rapidly changed, much to the initial consternation of the local residents. 


One of the first people to change all that was Peter Wakeford, who died suddenly on January 12th 


Peter was a natural games player and as well as the three sports mentioned above,  he also played Squash,  badminton and, in his final years, bowls. 

He was an accomplished opening bat and the sharpest of slip fielders who always made a point of speaking to the scorer upon returning to the pavilion “don’t forget to put the initial P next to the name Wakeford”, particularly when brother David was also in the team. 

Peter scored 8,651 runs for the OWs and held   212 catches,  and both would have been considerably higher had he not emigrated to Australia for several years. 

He was helped by the fact that he played in the great side of the early 1960s that also included the likes of Pat Fitzsimmons, Ken Sawyer, Mike Kendrick, Peter Hubert and Alan Davies in the days when Sunday was the main day for cricket and the Club would take on the very best, including Dulwich Hamlet when they were in their prime


However, there was one occasion when the Fixtures bureau provided as with a new Club – the appropriateley named ‘Fledglings’ -  and they raced to 340 or for the loss of not many wickets before inviting us to respond and we were soon 40 for 5.

Peter had watched this carnage from the other end and was now joined by brother David and,  between them,  they stopped the rot and we ended on just over 200 but without any further loss of wickets to salvage a draw – remember them? -  Peter being 93 or so not out and David having completed his 50 just before stumps. 

Peter continued playing until he was in his early 70s – he once opened  the batting with Mike Kendrick in a combined aggregate age of over 140 but, sadly, the runs they put on did not reach anywhere near that total, and ultimately stopped playing when he confided:

“I cannot see the ball anymore”, but he never lost his love for the OWCC, became its President for a short while and became a mentor to Michael Mitchell, the current 1st Xl skipper.


“I’ve just seen this little left-hander. He looks very good but he cannot hit the ball off the square,” he told me when ‘Mitch’ was about 14. 

Peter was also a prolific goal-scorer during the winter months but a broken leg cut short his career although, and, when the Super Vets played Lloyds Bank in 2001 to mark the millennium - we had a squad of over 20 players  whose total age added up to more than 1, 000 – and, at the age of 67, he proved that he had not lost any of his innate skills and spent more time on the field of play than the majority of his much younger team-mates. 


But as far as the OWs were concerned,  Peter was much more than just  a talented sportsman – he was a reliable and dependable Clubman. 

He served on the OWA Council for many years and took on the running of the Super 70 and 200 Clubs, both of which made enormous amounts of money for the Club and were so crucial to its survival, and was a voluntary barman in the Club’s early days at Hayes and, later,  with other members of a similar age, played a great part in running said Bar which was often referred to as ‘The Last of the Summer Wine’ committee. 

Peter was also an adept dancer, and invariably the first on the dance floor at such social occasions, thereby illustrating that his deft foot-work was not just confined to his sporting expertise. 
Letter to the editor – and it really  was a letter; it came through the post 

Dear Mike,


Thought you might like the order of service – of Peter Wakeford’s funeral – at which there was a good turn-out of over 30 people.

With the passing of Peter, the great slip cordon of Kendrick, Hubert, Davies and Wakeford,  members of the best ever Sunday Xl, is gone, with only me, in the gully, remaining.

His second wife, Gill, was at the funeral, although they had parted before he died. 


Dave Wakeford sends his regards – do you have contact details for him?

Regards,  Colin Smith 
Apologies 

Sincere apologies for the fact that there has not been a newsletter for six months, and I know that we have not been playing cricket for – six months – but I usually compile said  newsletters during the Winter months to keep readers in touch with what is going on within the OWCC.

Unfortunately, I was diagnosed with prostate cancer a year ago and have been undergoing treatment  ever since,  and this  became more intense at the conclusion of the cricket season, which has had some side effects which, hopefully, will be overcome  and I will be fit for the 2022 season – ed 
ClubForce  -  Friday April 22nd  until Sunday April 24th 


The Association are resurrecting ClubForce, when all of the subsidiary Clubs get together and do some essential work on the ground and in the Clubhouse, and your presence is expected/required even if it is only for an hour or two.

Appreciate the fact that the majority of you will be working on the Friday and that there are some games on the Saturday, but all are local so why not arrive a couple of hours early to do your stint? 

That also leaves Sunday, of course, when the majority of you will be free and determined to do your bit for your Club.




Who to contact and how
Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874 (Mobile)



Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com
Vice-Chair 

Laurence Allen 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 

Doug Forbes 




07768 713795 (Mobile) 




Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 


07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Laurence Allen and






         Steve Lawrence email: stevelawrence@gmail.com 
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Nick Morley  




07760850220
   (M)



Email: nicholasmorley1992@gmail.com




 
3rd Xl: 


Kevin Carruthers 





Kevin.carruthers9@btinternet.com

07980 620399
   (M) 
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: Syd Sherlock 



07957910148 (M) 



Sydsherlock01@gmail.co.com 
T20


Michael Mitchell  -  as above 
Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com
NB and important:  Will all of the above please check that I have your details correct and let me know if this is not the case 
1st Xl photograph taken during the last game of the 2021 season 
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Back Row: Matt Golding James Sellar Josh Lawrence Louis Pryor Dan Seston Jon Rodda Dave Ellicott- White  Andrew Pomering
Middle Row: An old scorer 


Jane Abbett:  A much  young scorer 
Seated: Ollie Willis Syd Sherlock Michael Mitchell (Captain) Matt Abbett 

This photograph was taken during the tea interval of the last game of the season against Upchirch,  and you may just be able to see the ‘07’ of our own innings and, if Jon Rodda would only duck down a bit,  you would be able to see that the total was 407, the highest ever score in the  136 years of the Club’s history 
We then bowled Upchurch out for 172,  thereby securing a convincing 235 runs victory and, thereby, became Champions of the Kent League Division Two  

Alf Parish Memorial Darts Match  -  Friday April  22nd , Selhurst Park 


Thanks to the sublime skills of  Howard Abbett, Steve Austin, Doug Forbes, Jeff Mascerenhas, Peter Urquart and Jasper Gundry-White, the Cricket Club won the ‘Alf Parish Memorial Darts Match last year, with Howard also winning the individual trophy,  and they will be defending their silver-ware  on Friday April 22nd  from 7-00 p.m. 

Alf is someone I met through the Trade Union movement and his son is Steve Parish, the Chairman of Crystal Palace Football Club, hence the venue for  the event, which will be held in the Julian Speroni Restaurant. 

Jeff Mascerenhas is again co-ordinating the OWCC team, so, if you wish to play,  then please let him know. 

Supporters are also welcome and, for just £5, you get a sumptuous buffet and the chance to enter a raffle with top prizes, all donated by CPFC 
Awards Evenings
 



We had two awards evenings – Colts and Seniors  - and congratulations to all awards winners, particular Joe Jukes and Laurence Allen, who were ‘Club Person of the year’ for the Colts and Seniors respectively. The full list of winners were as follows: 
Seniors

4th Xl player of the season

 Neil Treacher
3rd Xl player of the season

Jason James 
2nd Xl player of the season

 Siva Ranjan 
Wicket-keeper of the season

 Syd Sherlock
1st Xl champagne moment  

Syd Sherlock’s  102 not out against Dartford 
Pikey’s People award 

  
Jane Abbett 
Young player of the year

 James Sellar 
Most improved player


 Andrew Pomering 
Club champagne moment

 Roger Nichols for his catch at Ex-Blues 
Jack Petchey award


 Joe Jukes 
Development league player of season
 Andrew Pomering 
!st Xl player of the season 

 Syd Sherlock  (Ken Sawyer trophy) 
1st Xl caps



 James Sellar, Ollie Willis  and  Andrew Pomering 
Club Person of the season

  Laurence Allen 

Colts
Under 11 player of the season: 
Teddy Pippard
Under 11 most improved player:
Noah Doherty 
Under 13b player of the season:
Ryan Burridge 
Under 13b most improved player:
Sam Spencer
Under 13a player of the season 
Eoin Matthews 
Under 13a most improved player: 
Sammy Marshall 
Under 15 player of the season: 
Oliie Reed
Under 15 most improved player: 
George Miller 
Under 17 player of the season: 
Harry Roberts 
Under 17 most improved player(s): 
Lawrence Wilson and Dylan Byrne 
Jack Petchey Award winners: 
Huey Hares and Harry McCandless 
Colts performance of the season: 
George Castle 
Colts Person of the season: 

Joe Jukes 
Young Leaders in Cricket 2021: Huey Hares, Marcus Bole, Ethan Stapleford
OWCC Players representing Bromley District:  Zac Edwards and  Eoin Matthews 
Annual General Meeting 


Our AGM took place last October,  which saw all of our skippers indicating that they wish to continue to lead their respective sides and  for which many thanks.

The only major changes are that Margo Lawrence becomes our new President, replacing Jasper Gundry-White, whilst Doug Forbes replaces brother Alex as Club captain.

We thank Jasper and Alex for all of the hard work and dedication they have given to the Club, both of whom can be confident that their successors will also do an excellent job.
The OWCC contingent at the League Dinner celebrate picking up the Division Two  trophy 
[image: image2.jpg]



COPY DATE FOR NEXT EDITION  -   April  30th -  please give generously 
� EMBED PBrush ���
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